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Editorial: Big box failing, so shop 
local 


It’s a story that’s becoming familiar both locally and nationwide: Big box 


stores are in trouble. 


“Year-to-date store closings are already outpacing those of 2008, when the 
last U.S. recession was raging, according to Credit Suisse Group AG analyst 
Christian Buss. About 2,880 have been announced so far this year, 
compared with 1,153 for this period of 2016, he said in a report,” reported 
Bloomberg’s Lindsey Rupp, Lauren Coleman-Lochner and Nick Turner on 
April 7. “Extrapolating out to the full year, there could be 8,640 store 
closings in 2017, Buss said. That would be higher than the 2008 peak of 


about 6,200.” 


As we’ve reported recently, Kokomo certainly hasn’t been immune to this 


trend: 


e “HHGregg in Kokomo is set to permanently close after the company 
announced last week it is shuttering all its stores and liquidating its assets. 
The move comes after the Indianapolis company filed for bankruptcy 


protection in March and began seeking a buyer to purchase the company by 


Friday. When no buyer turned up, HHGregg announced it was dissolving 


the company.” (Carson Gerber, Wednesday) 


e “The Sears store in Kokomo, one of the original tenants of the Markland 
Mall when it opened in 1968, shut its doors for good over the weekend.” 


(Staff reports, March 27) 


e “MC Sports is closing all 66 of its stores across the Midwest, including its 
Markland Mall location in Kokomo, following the company’s filing for 


Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection on Feb. 14.” (Staff reports, Feb. 20) 


The reason for this is obvious. Online shopping has overtaken traditional 


brick-and-mortar stores. It’s as simple as that. 


As upsetting as this trend is for all involved, it does present a unique 
opportunity to rediscover the joys of shopping locally. If there’s an item 
you’re planning on purchasing online, consider if you could support a local 


business by buying it there instead. 


When you shop locally you’re investing in your community. It’s time to turn 


this crisis into an opportunity. 


